The first Conference on Improvised Explosives lead by the Counter Terrorism Bureau in the National Security Council was held in Israel at the end of May 2008.

Some 70 scientists and professionals from 12 counties, such as the United States, England, Germany and France, participated in the conference. Since many terrorist acts are carried out using self made explosives, the Counter Terrorism Bureau envisioned the conference with the aim of, among other things, improving the capabilities of handling the issue of home-made explosives. In this framework serious related issues were discussed, such as: the prediction of future improvised explosives and early detection of such explosive devices, the identification of improvised explosive residue in explosion sites, the early detection of raw materials used to manufacture improvised explosives est. 

The discussion of the vast variety of issues during the conference, included analysis of terror attacks, such as the attacks in Iraq, Afghanistan,  the United Kingdom (London), Japan and Israel, and the study of their characteristics,.

In addition to scientists form Israel, the conference hosted experts known for there extraordinary contribution to the subject, including two world renowned experts in the field of explosives used in terror, Prof. Jimmy Oxley of the University of Road Island in the United States, and Prof. Rasmus Schulte-ladbeck of the federal police laboratories in Germany.

Opening remarks for the 4 day conference, that took place in Rosh-Hanikra, were given by Brig. Gen. (res.) Nitzan Nuriel, Director of the Counter Terrorism Bureau, who emphasized the complexity of the future state-supported terrorism. Closing remarks were given by Brig. Gen. (res.) Dani Arditi, Head of the National Security Council, who pointed out the importance of international cooperation in the field of counter terrorism.

It is the goal of the Counter Terrorism Bureau to keep on initiating and leading ventures for joint cooperation in this field, while analyzing and drawing conclusions from the abundant information that was shared during the conference, especially in the area of research. This conference is the overture to future cooperation between the countries that took part in it, with the aim of advancing necessary treatment of this subject.

