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Joint Statement
 (releasable to the media)

The Head of the Russian National Security Council, Mr. Igor Ivanov, and his Israeli counterpart, Mr. Ilan Mizrahi, concluded today another round of strategic discussions, this time in Jerusalem. 

The two NSC’s have had  longstanding relations , and are meeting on a regular semi-annual basis.

Mr. Ivanov was accompanied by senior members of the Russian Defence, Intelligence and Diplomatic communities. 

The discussions focused on the strategic challenges facing the two nations and the region at large.

On counter-terrorism, the two countries agreed to enhance their cooperation against the challenges of global and local terrorism.

The first topic of discussion was the Middle East Peace Process and possibilities for its advancement.

On the issue of Iran and its nuclear program, the two sides agreed that it is imperative to continue the international diplomatic efforts taking into account the relevant UNSC resolutions, 1737 and 1747, as well as those of the board of governors of the IAEA.

The situation in Iraq was also discussed, with an emphasis on the need to stabilize the security and political situation.

On Lebanon, the discussion centered on the need to avoid escalation and implement resolution 1701 in full.

Mr. Ivanov also had meetings  with Prime Minister Olmert and Foreign Minister Livni.  Mr. Ivanov also agreed to meet with the families of abducted soldiers.

The next round of strategic discussions will be held in Moscow in the second half of 2007.
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